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class, and in both ways hampers the life of the society as a whole.
(See ante, p. 260.)
The only alternative is that all the earlier preparation for vo-
cations be indirect rather than direct; namely, through engaging
in those active occupations which are indicated by the needs and
interests of the pupil at the time. Only in this way can there be
on the part of the educator and of the one educated a genuine
discovery of personal aptitudes  so that the proper choice of a
specialized pursuit in later life may be indicated. Moreover, the
discovery of capacity and aptitude will be a constant process as
long as growth continues. It is a conventional and arbitrary view
which assumes that discovery of the work to be chosen for adult
life is made once for all at some particular date. One has discovered
in himself, say, an interest, intellectual and social, in the things
which have to do with engineering and has decided to make that
his calling. At most, this only blocks out in outline the field in
which further growth is to be directed. It is a sort of rough sketch
for use in direction of further activities. It is the discovery of
a profession in the sense in which Columbus discovered America
when he touched its shores. Future explorations of an indefinitely
more detailed and extensive sort remain to be made. When edu-
cators conceive vocational guidance as something which leads up
to a definitive, irretrievable, and complete choice, both education
and the chosen vocation are likely to be rigid, hampering further
growth. In so far, the calling chosen will be such as to leave the
person concerned in a permanently subordinate position, executing
the intelligence of others who have a calling which permits more
flexible play and  readjustment.  And  while  ordinary usages  of
language may not justify terming a flexible attitude of readjust-
ment a choice of a new and further calling, it is such in effect.
If even adults have to be on the lookout to see that their calling
does not shut down on them and fossilize them, educators must
certainly be  careful  that  the  vocational preparation  of youth
is such as to engage them in a continuous reorganization of aims
and methods.
3* Present Opportunities and Dangers. In the past, education
has beeu much more vocational in fact than in name, (i) The